
Conference Program: Build Peace 2021
October 18-24, 2021

A Virtual Conference with Cape Town roots

COVID-19 Note: We hoped this could be the year to again hold a physical gathering at the
intended Philippi Village venue in Cape Town! However, ‘pandemic says no.’ We had a
wonderful online conference in 2020, and look forward to the same virtual connections this year.
To accommodate the virtual program, the conference has been stretched over a week to include
consistent and manageable daily sessions that will take place on Zoom.

Day 1: Monday, October 18
3pm - 5pm SAS // 9am - 11am ET

3:00-4:00 Opening Remarks
Welcome from our partners and the Build Peace organising team. What are the intentions
for the conference? What makes the conference themes pertinent? What can participants
expect?

4:00-5:00 Orientation
Get a walk-through tour of the conference platform and program and meet fellow
attendees over digital drinks

Day 2: Tuesday, October 19
3pm - 6pm SAS // 9am - 12pm ET

3:00-6:00 Day 2 Workshops
(SAS)

Sustainable and practical digital security for Human Rights Defenders
Organizer: Swisspeace, Peace Brigades International, and Frontline Defenders

Digitalization of the peacebuilding sector has increased rapidly since the onset of
Covid-19. However, along with the great opportunities that come with digital tools,
individuals and organizations are increasingly exposed online. For human rights



defenders, the consequences of a digital breach can be deadly. This workshop will review
the digital security landscape and provide specific, flexible methods and tools to assess,
prevent, and respond to security breaches and attacks. It will focus on mobile phone
security, which is the primary communication and work device of many human rights
defenders, who, during the pandemic, have become, in many parts of the world, more
vulnerable to digital attacks when they suddenly had to shift most of their work online.
Our aim is to contribute to a culture of digital security among peacebuilders by arming
participants with sustainable strategies that can be adapted to the evolving threat
landscape and tailored to their specific experiences.

Social Dialogue on Inclusion Led by People with Disability
Organizer: HOPED

In South Sudan, for the last seven years, we have been running a dialogue program
around disability, and inclusion of people with disabilities in envisioning a peaceful
society. This program has been to ensure civic participation across sectors that is both
inclusive and can work towards transforming conditions of conflict. In this workshop, we
will explore reconciliation and dialogue in the context of disability and conflict in South
Sudan, and understand how social inclusion impacts those processes. We will brainstorm
and think about moves towards behavior change for those with disabilities in larger
society, and think about what that might mean for others with visual identity markers.

Workshop 3: TBA

Day 3: Wednesday, October 20
3pm - 6pm SAS // 9am - 12pm ET

3:00-6:00 Day 3 Workshops
(SAS)

Beyond Peacebuilding, Beyond Social Media, Beyond …
Organizer: Alliance for Peacebuilding with Strangers Guide, Zebras Unite, Crossing Party
Lines, and We are Weavers

Description coming soon

A Step-by-Step Guide for Social Media Drivers of Conflict: Applying
Practical Frameworks for Analysis and Response
Organizer: Mercy Corps, Reos Partners

In this dynamic, two-part workshop session, participants will roll up their sleeves to apply
and engage with Mercy Corps’ new assessment frameworks to both understand and
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address social media drivers of conflict. Part 1 will draw on a six-part analytical
framework to understand digital risks as well as opportunities to build resilience to conflict
risks. Part 2 will center on a four-part response framework where participants will develop
practical strategies for addressing digital conflict drivers. This will be an interactive
session in which participants will analyze their own contexts or a chosen event by
leveraging the frameworks. Facilitators will support with guiding questions and tools that
can be replicated after the workshop.

Using Facilitation to Build Equitable and Trustful Online Spaces
Organizer: Soliya

Soliya’s session will highlight the significance of having trained, human facilitators in
online dialogue sessions. Attendees will participate in an excerpt of Soliya’s facilitation
training, whereby we equip diverse individuals around the world with the tools and
techniques to have, deepen, and sustain difficult conversations online. Learnings include:
how to recognize and address power imbalances in a dialogue group; how to encourage
dialogue participants to think critically about their and others’ perspectives; how to bring
all voices to the table, including controversial opinions but barring hate speech; and how
to address rather than ignore disagreement among participants. Attendees will engage in
a facilitation workshop through which they learn how to have truly inclusive and trustful
online conversations, and will explore the value of dialogue as a tool to combat group
think and echo chambers.

Day 4: Thursday, October 21
3pm - 6pm SAS // 9am - 12pm ET

3:00-6:00 Day 4 Workshops
(SAS)

Festival in the Time of Lockdown
Organizer: Bertha Centre

In South Africa and globally, the cultural sector and creative economies have been
compromised by the prolonged lockdown of interactive and public life. Community-based
festivals in South Africa are ground up vehicles for collective action, reconciliation and
local economy. How have South Africa's festivals adapted and survived and what insights
and learning can be derived for peacebuilders who recognise arts & culture for the
relevance to social cohesion, reconciliation and cultural narrative building? Join this
workshop for a review of insights and tools for ground up mobilisation, developed in
collaboration with festival organisers and activists across Cape Town, South Africa. A
draft tool kit will be shared with participants, who are invited to offer feedback by trailing
the tool kit by applying to their context.
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Phoenix: the social media analysis tool for peacebuilders & mediators
Organizer: Build Up

As discourse and opinion formation moves increasingly online and anchors on social
media, peacebuilders and mediators are waking up to the potential of social media
analysis for their work. Some peacebuilding and mediation organizations are already
using social media analysis, but it's labor intensive and time consuming when commercial
tools are not suitable because (1) they’re too expensive, and/or (2) they do not include
key functions peacebuilders and mediators need, such as speeding up topic tagging with
automation or customised sentiment analysis models tailored to conflict dynamics. Join
this workshop for an introduction to Phoenix, an open source social media analysis tool
we are building, designed to meet the needs of peacebuilders and mediators. This
workshop will provide a walk-through of the tool's main dashboard and an opportunity to
suggest features, and more widely, imagine new possibilities and applications for social
media analysis.

Day 5: Friday, October 22
3pm - 6pm SAS // 9am - 12pm ET

3:00-4:00 Keynote: Nanjala Nyabola
(SAS)

Nanjala Nyabola is a writer, political analyst, and activist based in Nairobi, Kenya.
Nyabola writes extensively about African society and politics, technology, international
law, and feminism for academic and non-academic publications. Her first book Digital
Democracy, Analogue Politics: How the Internet Era is Transforming Politics in Kenya
(Zed Books, 2018) was described as "a must read for all researchers and journalists
writing about Kenya today". Reframing digital democracy from the African perspective,
Nyabola’s ground-breaking work opens up new ways of understanding the current global
online era.

Nanjala’s latest book, the critically acclaimed Travelling While Black; Essays Inspired by
a Life on the Move, is a stark reminder that the world needs to be seen through the lens
of others. Her work has featured in publications including African Arguments, Al Jazeera,
Financial Times, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy (magazine), The Guardian, New African,
The New Humanitarian, The New Inquiry, New Internationalist, and World Policy Journal.

Nanjala holds a BA in African Studies and Political Science from the University of
Birmingham, an MSc in Forced Migration and an MSc in African Studies, both from the
University of Oxford, which she attended as a Rhodes Scholar, and a J.D. from Harvard
Law School.

4:00-4:45 Break / Facilitated Networking
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Where do you want to take your coffee? Take a solo mental break, or bring a cup to a
virtual lounge where we’ll make sure you have interesting conversations with fantastic
people.

4:45-6pm Short talks
10-minute presentations followed by a Q&A discussion with speakers

Mediating peace on social media in Bassa, Nigeria
Zigwai Ayuba (Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue)

Study on polarization to develop reconciliation in Colombia
Lina Torres, Francy Carranza (Movilizatorio)

Social media: A powerful tool for understanding and dismantling violence against
women
Jenna-Lee Strugnell (heCareZA)

Maskani and Beyond
Prof. Fredrick Ogenga (Rongo University)

Day 6: Saturday, October 23
3pm - 6pm SAS // 9am - 12pm ET

3:00-4:00 Keynote
(SAS) To be announced

4:00-4:45 Break / Facilitated Networking
Where do you want to take your coffee? Take a solo mental break, or bring a cup to a
virtual lounge where we’ll make sure you have interesting conversations with fantastic
people.

4:45-6pm Short talks
10 minute presentations followed by a Q&A discussion with speakers

Digital Inclusion for Peace: Funding digital adaptations for local peacebuilding
Lexi Mairone (Humanity United), Dylan Mathews (Peace Direct)

How human centered design, non violent communication and design thinking
online helped pave the way toward innovative projects in the MENA
Omar Meksassi (Danmission)

Art in the Time of a Two Crisis
Majd Massijeh (Pencil and Brush Academy)
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Intergenerational Storytelling
Prince Dickson (The Tattaaunawa Roundtable Initiative)

Day 7: Sunday, October 24
3pm - 6pm SAS // 9am - 12pm ET

3:00-4:15 Short talks
(SAS) 10-minute presentations followed by a Q&A discussion with speakers

Faith Leaders and Digital Trust
Gloria Likhoyi (Coast Interfaith Council of Clerics Trust)

DigiMENTE - Media Literacy for LATAM
Tatiana Forero (Movilizatorio)

Adaptation through Amplification: Youth Voices Lead!
Marissa Gutierrez-Vicario (Art and Resistance Through Education (ARTE))

Are virtual communities creating a greater divide between the haves and
have-nots?
Mina Patel (The Republic of Kindness)

4:15-5:00 Break / Facilitated Networking
Where do you want to take your coffee? Take a solo mental break, or bring a cup to a
virtual lounge where we’ll make sure you have interesting conversations with fantastic
people.

5:00-6:00 Conference closing panel
A space for collective reflection. What emerged over the past week? What do we want to
take forward into 2022?
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Not yet registered? Get your tickets to attend the conference here
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/build-peace-2021-computer-says-no-tickets-167871414921

